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Burnaby School District
ELL Program Updates

Committee of the Whole Public Meeting
April 13, 2026
Kelly Chow, Director of Instruction
Katerina Vakakis, ELL Program Consultant1



Objective: Support staff with skills, tools, 
and resources to address the diverse 
needs of all learners and meet them where 
they are at.

Objective: Endeavour to provide every 
student equitable access to education by 
providing the opportunities, resources, and 
support they need, regardless of their 
abilities, background or circumstances.

Objective: Enhance learning environments 
and resources to address the diverse 
needs of all students and foster 
engagement, growth, and success for 
every learner.

Objective: Foster open, ongoing dialogue 
with families and caregivers and 
incorporate feedback to strengthen 
Burnaby Schools and support students.

Strategic Plan 
Connections
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Burnaby ELL Overview
• ELL Student Enrolment: 8417 (32% of District)
• Elementary ELL Students: 6983 (83%)
• Secondary ELL Students: 1434 (17%)
• Canadian Citizen ELs: 3639
• Permanent and Temporary Resident ELs: 4138
• Refugee ELL Students: 640
• 51 home languages represented (including Achinese 

from Indonesia, Amharic from Ethiopia, Czech, Gikuyu 
from Kenya, Hiligaynon and Iloko from Philippines, 
Kinyarwanda from Rwanda, and Setswana from 
Southern Africa)
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• Expand MyELL (Initial Assessments) to include 
Intermediate and Secondary Year-End Assessments

• Updates to Assessment Tools and Procedures for ELL
• Ensure the voices of ELL students are included in guiding 

the direction of ELL programming
• Direct, Regular, Personalized service for ELL K-12
• Ongoing Professional Development

2025–2026 Commitments
 and Highlights
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• Incoming ELL Students 
assessed and timetabled/ 
scheduled for ELL service 
within days

• Immediate sharing of 
program information and 
placement results with 
families

• Increased family engagement 
with schools as a result 
of MyELL assessments being 
shared with families

• Increased student agency

Expand MyELL to include Intermediate 
and Secondary Year-End Assessments
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MyELL:
full alignment 
with BC ELL 
Standards
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Translation-enabled
MyELL features to 
support multilingual 
families 
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Dedicated Comment box in the MyEd Learning Update - Parent 
feedback for clear communication

Updates to Assessment Tools
And Procedures for Reporting
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• Regular, direct, face-to-face ELL support for all 
students K-12

• Personalized strategies, adaptations, and/or 
supplemental materials aligned with student language 
goals

Ensure the voices of ELL students are 
included in guiding the direction of ELL 
programming
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District created 
consultation 
logs: student 
and teacher
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Next Steps
1. April 2026 → Pilot MyELL Initial Assessment App for 

students grades 4-7
2. May 2026 → Introduce MyELL Year-End Assessment 

App for secondary
3. Ongoing → In-School teacher mentorship and new to 

ELL teacher Learning Sessions
4. Continued focus on collaboration between ELL 

specialists and classroom teachers
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Thank You
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