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PINK SHIRT DAY: LEADING WITH KINDNESS  

In many schools, art was prominently displayed as part of Pink Shirt Day activities. Children at 

Marlborough Elementary created messages of kindness. At Buckingham Elementary, a Grade 

1/2 class expressed ways to “sprinkle kindness.” A Grade 2/3 class made “cups of kindness.” 

Children from the BC Provincial School for the Deaf and South Slope Elementary considered 

together: "What is Kindness?" Their display of pink shirts was designed to share how kindness 

feels, looks, and is communicated. After reading the book The Big Umbrella, Clinton Elementary 

had a school-wide project: There is Always Room for Everyone Under the Big Umbrella. Under it, 

they gathered self-portraits made by students and staff, showcasing their individuality. Many 

schools held assemblies, such as Taylor Park Elementary, where families were invited to a 

celebration of diversity. Let’s take a listen to one of the performances. [Video] Stride Avenue 

Community School’s assembly was a reminder to spread and share kindness. Kitchener 

Elementary‘s gathering also had student performances. The Diversity Club at University 

Highlands Elementary led their school’s assembly, which included anti-bullying messages. 

Senior Leadership students from Alpha Secondary visited classrooms at Brentwood Park 

Elementary to talk about kindness. Many students left messages on a Kindness Wall at Byrne 

Creek Community School. Groups of youth leaders at Burnaby North Secondary organized  

an activity for students to support one another with words of kindness and encouragement  

placed around the school, such as: “you are awesome,” and “practice empathy.” 

INSPIRING PATHWAYS TO ENGAGE WITH THE ENVIRONMENT 

Work by students at Royal Oak in their school garden – supported by an Education Assistant 

with the Learning Pathways program – was featured by BC Agriculture in the Classroom 

Foundation. Since starting the garden in 2022, youth in Grades 10 to 12 at Royal Oak have 

been growing produce and herbs that they use in their Foods class. The learning projects go 

beyond plants: teaching resilience, responsibility, and reinforcing the students’ abilities to both 

provide for themselves and make contributions to community. Montecito Elementary is one of 

the latest schools to do a Stream of Dreams project. With funding from the Parent Advisory 

Council, children created colourful hand-painted fish. The project is one of the ways for 

students to build awareness of environmental connection and how they can help support 

sustainability. The Garden Crew at Brentwood Park Elementary has been making bin markers 

for their plant space that will soon also have an outdoor library. The group of 20 Kindergarten 

to Grade 7 students in the lunchtime club started by designing models of a structure to 

contain the library shelves, which will hold books and seeds. With the support of an adult 

volunteer, the children began construction. Some students have also been making posters to 

let people know about the new space, which is intended to connect community in an 

outdoor environment. 

POSTERS WITH PURPOSE: STUDENTS SHARE A MESSAGE OF INCLUSION  
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Schools across the District have been using new videos focused on accessibility, barriers, 

inclusion, and disability. After watching one of the short videos, children at Confederation Park 

Elementary made inclusion posters. The posters show people of all abilities doing fun or 

important things and were hung in the school to celebrate inclusion. 

EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES AND CONNECTION THROUGH COMMUNITY  

After-school programs at Edmonds Community School gave children a chance to try baking 

and cartooning. Twelve students from Byrne Creek and Cariboo Hill Secondary schools were 

treated to a unique experience courtesy of the Vancouver Whitecaps FC. After receiving 

complimentary tickets to watch the football club’s game marking the end of Black History 

Month, the youth were invited onto the field to meet some of the players. As part of being 

accepted as a Jays Care Affiliate School, Kitchener Elementary is providing two programs for 

students who are new to baseball or may face other barriers to sport. Children at Kitchener 

also had an opportunity to connect with the crew who have been working on the school’s 

addition. They got the chance to learn about career options in construction. At Taylor Park, 

children on the Food Bank Team delivered items to the Food Hub at Burnaby Neighbourhood 

House, after meeting their ambitious goal of one item collected for every student at the 

school. Staff in the District’s Settlement Workers in Schools program have been supporting 

refugees and newcomers who live at YWCA Cindy Beedie Place, which is a newly opened 

residence for single mothers who have experienced intimate partner violence. SWIS workers 

provided an orientation at the residence for moms with students in our schools, helped some 

of the single mothers register their children for school, and connected the women with 

community supports. 

CELEBRATING STUDENT-ATHLETES’ WINTER ACHIEVEMENTS  

Winter sports have been nearing their end, including the elementary basketball season. At the 

high school level, several athletes earned a spot to compete at Provincials, such as Burnaby 

North Secondary’s curling team, as well as wrestlers at Byrne Creek, Burnaby South and 

Moscrop Secondary schools. Wrestlers competing for Burnaby North, Moscrop, and Cariboo 

Hill earned two silvers and a bronze in their weight categories. Athletes from Burnaby North, 

Burnaby Central and Cariboo Hill Secondary schools took gold. After earning the top spot in 

the province, all three wrestlers will be competing for Canada at the upcoming Pan Am 

Games. In table tennis, Moscrop’s boys captured three bronze medals in Singles, Doubles and 

as a team. Burnaby North’s table tennis athletes also took bronze in the Mixed Doubles and 

Girls Singles competitions. As a team, the girls at Burnaby North captured silver, with the highest 

honour won by their Girls Doubles team, who took home the gold. Burnaby North‘s Boys and 

Girls ski team placed third at the Provincial Ski and Snowboard Championships. In Senior Boys 

basketball, after winning the banner, Cariboo Hill made it to Provincials in the 2A 

championship. In the 3A category, Byrne Creek won the banner to qualify for and compete at 

Provincials. Burnaby South’s boys’ basketball teams, including the Grade 9s, captured second 

place wins at Provincial invitational tournaments. Featured in Freshet News, the Junior Boys 

team took home silver medals in the final. Burnaby South’s Junior Girls basketball team won by 

nine points in the championship game, capturing the provincial title. 

 


