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Good evening and welcome.  

Over the past several years, there has been much discussion locally, nationally, and globally about 
polarization, about division, and about the ways in which people seem to be increasingly siloed from one 
another. 

Whether it’s through different news sources, different political views, or different lived experiences; what’s 
been a consistent narrative is that people are being segregated into different groups. 

And yet, in the midst of all that, there remains one institution where people from every background still 
gather together, nearly every single day. That is within the classrooms and hallways of public schools.  

Our K-12 public schools are among the last truly shared civic spaces in society. They are places where 
students, staff, and families of different cultures, faiths, languages, and perspectives come together not 
because they agree on everything, but because they share something fundamental: a commitment to the 
next generation. In Burnaby, I believe that shared space is incredibly powerful.  

It is visible in classrooms where students learn not only literacy and numeracy, but how to collaborate, 
listen, and problem-solve with their peers who may see the world differently than them. Yes, foundational 
skills matter deeply. Without a doubt they are central to student success. But so too are the human skills 
like empathy, responsibility, resilience that allow communities to function and flourish. 

When students feel seen, heard, and valued in our schools, they grow into adults who see, hear, and value 
others in their community. 

When we speak about building an empowered learning community in Burnaby, this is what we mean. A 
community where learning does not end at graduation, where relationships endure, and where the values 
nurtured in our classrooms are reflected in the wider community. And sometimes, that reflection appears 
in the most meaningful ways. 

At the end of February I had the privilege of participating in Burnaby’s Coldest Night of the Year 5 KM walk. 
For those you who may not know, the Coldest Night of the Year events bring together thousands of 
communities across Canada, supporting local charities that serve people experiencing hurt, hunger, and 
homelessness. In Burnaby, the annual event raises funds for Burnaby Community Services and the Society 
to End Homelessness in Burnaby.  

As in past years, the event began and ended at Marlborough Elementary school. 

While it was a broader community initiative, I was struck by how many familiar faces I saw in that school 
gymnasium on that Sunday. There were current staff, retirees, graduates, current students, parents, 
families. And - as is tradition - the event kicked off with a display of pomp and circumstance from Burnaby 
North’s Marching Band, setting an energetic and spirited tone for the evening. 

Perhaps what stood out most for me was not simply the turnout. It was the shared understanding in that 
gymnasium.  

Everyone gathered there came from different backgrounds. Different lived experiences. Different political 
perspectives. And yet there was a common purpose: to support those most vulnerable in our community. 
That sense of shared responsibility didn’t feel accidental. It felt cultivated. 
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For me, it felt like the natural extension of something that has been nurtured over years within our schools. 
It felt like a mutual a belief that community matters, that we show up for one another in times of need, and 
that caring for the most vulnerable is not someone else’s responsibility, but a shared, collective one. 

What is most evident for me at events such as this is that public education does so much more than 
prepare students for careers. It prepares young people to live in community, to contribute, and to 
participate thoughtfully and compassionately in civic life. 

When we speak about the value of public education, we often put a lot of attention on academic 
achievement, on future readiness, and on opportunity, which is natural and certainly understandable. But 
there is another value that I believe is just as essential: public education sustains the social fabric of our 
city. 

Public education creates a shared experience across generations. It connects neighbours who might 
otherwise never meet. It fosters belonging that extends well beyond graduation. 

On February 28, in a bustling school gymnasium in Burnaby, that was on full display with the presence of 
students, alumni, retirees, staff, families: curious minds and confident leaders at every stage of life, 
gathered not for a school event, but for their community. 

In a time when so much can feel fragmented, it brings me great joy and pride to see that Burnaby schools 
continue to bring us together. They remain places where we gather, where we listen, and where we learn 
not only alongside one another, but from one another. 

And perhaps most importantly, Burnaby schools remain places where we are reminded that community is 
not something abstract; it is something we build together, every day. 

That is the enduring strength of public education in Burnaby. 

And that is how we continue to strengthen Burnaby Schools as an empowered learning community, one 
that is defined not only by academic excellence, but by compassion, connection, and shared responsibility 
for generations to come. 

Thank you. 

 
Kristin Schnider, Chair 
Burnaby Board of Education 


