
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 41 - BURNABY 

 
Trustees: Kristin Schnider (Chair), Jen Mezei, Bill Brassington, Gary Wong, Mikelle Sasakamoose, 

Peter Cech 

Regrets: Larry Hayes 

Staff: Superintendent Karim Hachlaf, Secretary-Treasurer Ishver Khunguray, Deputy 
Superintendent Roberto Bombelli, Assistant Superintendents Brandon Curr, Jeannette 
Laursoo, and Richard Per, Executive Assistants Deanna Azzara, Joanne Simpson 

 
A Public Session meeting of the Board of Education of School District 41 – Burnaby was held at the 

District Administration Office, Brentwood Room and via video conference, 
at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, January 27, 2026. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

1. Territory Acknowledgement 

Kristin Schnider, Chair, acknowledged the Indigenous territories on which the District is located. 

 

2. Confirmation of the Agenda 

The agenda was submitted for confirmation. 

Moved by: Jen Mezei 
Seconded by: Gary Wong 

THAT the agenda be approved, as presented. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

3. Delegations 

Nothing to report. 

 

4. Inside Burnaby Schools 

Trustees outlined several recent events in Burnaby schools, as per the Inside Burnaby Schools 
bulletin. 

 

5. Approval of Minutes 

1. Public Session - December 16, 2025 

Moved by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 
Seconded by: Gary Wong 



THAT the minutes of the Public Session of December 16, 2025, be approved. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

6. Board Chair Report 

Chair Schnider welcomed everyone to the meeting and presented the Board Chair Report. 

Moved by: Gary Wong 
Seconded by: Bill Brassington 

THAT the Board of Education receive this information. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

7. District Operations - Superintendent’s Report 

1. Early Years Plan 2025-2030 

Early childhood launches the journey of lifelong learning. Current research refers to the 
first 8 years of life as formative years, when children are particularly receptive to 
environmental and biological factors. This year, the Early Years Plan has been updated to 
reflect a vision of learning in the spirit of wonder and joy. 

Karim Hachlaf, Superintendent, introduced Helena Readman, Principal of Early Learning 
and Child Care, who provided the Early Years Plan 2025-2030 presentation. 

Moved by: Bill Brassington 
Seconded by: Peter Cech 

THAT the Board of Education receive this information. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

8. Committee Reports 

1. Committee of the Whole - January 12, 2026 

Moved by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 
Seconded by: Bill Brassington 

THAT the Board of Education receive the minutes of the Committee of the Whole Public 
meeting of January 12, 2026. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

9. District Operations - Administrative Services Report 

1. Empowering Belonging: Anti-Racism Framework 

Following a 2022 report that identified experiences of racism and exclusion in the Burnaby 
School District, the District initiated work to develop an Anti-Racism Framework. 



Empowering Belonging was created through input from the District’s Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion Committee, including Trustees, senior staff, school and District leaders, partner 
groups, DPAC, and students. 

Superintendent Hachlaf introduced Beth Applewhite, District Principal, Equity, Diversity 
and Inclusion, who provided the Empowering Belonging: Burnaby School District Anti-
Racism Framework presentation. 

Moved by: Peter Cech 
Seconded by: Gary Wong 

THAT the Board of Education receive this information. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

2. Elementary Band User-Pay Program Proposal 

At the end of the 2024-25 school year, the Board of Education requested staff to explore 
models for a potential user-pay elementary band program. 

Superintendent Hachlaf introduced Brandon Curr, Assistant Superintendent, who 
provided the Elementary Band User-Pay Program Proposal presentation. 

Moved by: Bill Brassington 
Seconded by: Jen Mezei 

THAT the Board of Education approve the Community and Continuing Education Grade 6 
and 7 Band Program beginning September 2026. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

10. District Operations - Business Services Report 

1. 2026/2027 Budget Process Calendar 

Annually, school districts are required to submit a balanced budget to the Ministry of 
Education and Child Care by June 30. For the purposes of building plans to staff schools, 
the District has traditionally passed a budget before April 30 to provide enough time to 
enact staffing and other plans approved in the budget. 

Ishver Khunguray, Secretary-Treasurer, presented the 2026-2027 Budget Process Calendar, 
including an update. 

Moved by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 
Seconded by: Jen Mezei 

THAT the Board of Education receive and approve the 2026-2027 Budget Process Calendar, 
as presented. 

Moved by: Peter Cech 
Seconded by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 



THAT the Board of Education receive and approve the amended 2026-2027 Budget 
Process Calendar. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

11. Unfinished Business 

Nothing to report. 

 

12. New Business 

Nothing to report. 

 

13. Correspondence 

Nothing to report. 

 

14. Question Period (Timed Item) 

Nothing to report. 

 

15. Board Private Session Reports 

Moved by: Gary Wong 
Seconded by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 

THAT the Board of Education receive this information. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

16. Adjournment 

Moved by: Bill Brassington 
Seconded by: Jen Mezei 

THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

 
   

Kristin Schnider, Chair  Ishver Khunguray, Secretary-Treasurer 

 


