
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 41 - BURNABY 

Trustees: Kristin Schnider, Jen Mezei, Bill Brassington, Gary Wong, Larry Hayes, Mikelle 
Sasakamoose, Peter Cech 

Staff: Superintendent Karim Hachlaf, Secretary-Treasurer Ishver Khunguray, Deputy 
Superintendent Roberto Bombelli, Assistant Superintendents Brandon Curr, Jeannette 
Laursoo, and Richard Per, Executive Assistants Deanna Azzara, Joanne Simpson 

A Public Session meeting of the Board of Education of School District 41 – Burnaby was held at the 
District Administration Office, Brentwood Room and via video conference, 

at 7:02 pm on Tuesday, December 16, 2025. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

1. Territory Acknowledgement

Bill Brassington, Trustee, acknowledged the Indigenous territories on which the District is located.

2. Trustee Elections

1. Election of Board Chair and Vice-Chair

Section 1 of the Board’s Procedural Bylaw states that the term of office of the Chair and
Vice-Chair shall be one year, and elections shall be held annually. Elections will be held
this evening for these positions.

Election of Chair

Ishver Khunguray, Secretary-Treasurer, called for nominations for the position of Chair of
the Board of Education of School District 41 - Burnaby.

Peter Cech nominated and Jen Mezei seconded Kristin Schnider who accepted the
nomination.

Secretary-Treasurer Khunguray called a second and a third time for nominations. There
being none, he declared Kristin Schnider elected by acclamation Chair of the Board of
Education of School District 41 - Burnaby.

Kristin Schnider assumed the Chair.

Election of Vice-Chair

Chair Schnider called for nominations for the position of Vice-Chair of the Board of
Education of School District 41 - Burnaby.

Mikelle Sasakamoose nominated and Bill Brassington seconded Jen Mezei who accepted
the nomination.



Chair Schnider called a second and a third time for nominations. There being none, she 
declared Jen Mezei elected by acclamation Vice-Chair of the Board of Education of 
School District 41 - Burnaby. 

2. Election of BCSTA Provincial Councillor and Alternate 

BCSTA bylaw 6b states that elections must be held at least once a year for the positions 
of Provincial Councillor and Alternate. Elections will be held this evening for these 
positions. 

Chair Schnider called for nominations for the BCSTA Provincial Councillor. 

Bill Brassington nominated and Peter Cech seconded Jen Mezei who accepted the 
nomination. 

Chair Schnider called a second and third time for nominations. There being none, she 
declared Jen Mezei elected by acclamation BCSTA Provincial Councillor. 

Chair Schnider called for nominations for the BCSTA Provincial Councillor Alternate. 

Jen Mezei nominated and Peter Cech seconded Mikelle Sasakamoose who accepted the 
nomination. 

Chair Schnider called a second and third time for nominations. There being none, she 
declared Mikelle Sasakamoose elected by acclamation BCSTA Provincial Councillor 
Alternate. 

3. Election of BCPSEA Trustee Representative and Alternate 

The BCPSEA Trustee Representative and Alternate may be appointed by the Board. 
Elections will be held this evening for these positions. 

Chair Schnider called for nominations for the BCPSEA Trustee Representative. 

Peter Cech nominated and Mikelle Sasakamoose seconded Jen Mezei who accepted the 
nomination. 

Chair Schnider called a second and third time for nominations. There being none, she 
declared Jen Mezei elected by acclamation BCPSEA Trustee Representative. 

Chair Schnider called for nominations for the BCPSEA Trustee Representative Alternate. 

Jen Mezei nominated and Bill Brassington seconded Peter Cech who accepted the 
nomination. 

Chair Schnider called a second and third time for nominations. There being none, she 
declared Peter Cech elected by acclamation BCPSEA Trustee Representative Alternate. 

 

3. Confirmation of the Agenda 

The agenda was submitted for confirmation. 



Moved by: Bill Brassington 
Seconded by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 

THAT the agenda be approved, as presented. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

4. Delegations 

Nothing to report. 

 

5. Inside Burnaby Schools 

Trustees outlined several recent events in Burnaby schools, as per the Inside Burnaby Schools 
bulletin. 

 

6. Approval of Minutes 

1. Public Session - November 25, 2025 

Moved by: Peter Cech 
Seconded by: Gary Wong 

THAT the minutes of the Public Session of November 25, 2025, be approved. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

7. Board Chair Report 

Kristin Schnider, Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting and presented the Board Chair Report. 

Moved by: Bill Brassington 
Seconded by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 

THAT the Board of Education receive this information. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

8. District Operations - Superintendent’s Report 

1. The Confederation Park Choir gets into the Holiday Spirit 

The benefits of music education extend far beyond the music room. Students learn to 
collaborate, listen to one another, and express themselves creatively through the arts. 
These experiences foster confidence, teamwork, and communication skills that serve 
them throughout life. 

Karim Hachlaf, Superintendent, introduced Jill McQueen, Confederation Park Elementary 
School Principal, who introduced music teacher Bonnie Ishii, who led the Confederation 



Park Elementary School Intermediate Choir in their performance of a few holiday 
musical selections. 

Moved by: Peter Cech 
Seconded by: Bill Brassington 

THAT the Board of Education receive this information. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

9. Committee Reports 

Nothing to report. 

 

10. District Operations - Administrative Services Report 

1. 2026-2029 School Calendar Proposal 

Roberto Bombelli, Deputy Superintendent, presented the 2026-2029 School Calendar 
Proposal report. 

Moved by: Peter Cech 
Seconded by: Gary Wong 

THAT the Board of Education receive this information. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

2. Board/Authority Authorized (BAA) Course Update 

Superintendent Hachlaf presented the Board/Authority Authorized (BAA) Course Update 
report. 

Moved by: Bill Brassington 
Seconded by: Gary Wong 

THAT the Board of Education receive this information. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

11. District Operations - Business Services Report 

1. Whistle-Blower Annual Report 

Secretary-Treasurer Khunguray presented the Whistle-Blower Annual Report. 

Moved by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 
Seconded by: Peter Cech 

THAT the Board of Education receive this information. 

Carried Unanimously 



2. Kitchener Elementary School BC Hydro/TELUS Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 2025-2 

Secretary-Treasurer Khunguray presented the Kitchener Elementary School BC 
Hydro/TELUS Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 2025-2 for board consideration and approval. 

Moved by: Bill Brassington 
Seconded by: Peter Cech 

THAT the Kitchener Elementary School BC Hydro/TELUS Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 
2025-2 receive three readings at this Board meeting held December 16, 2025. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

Moved by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 
Seconded by: Larry Hayes 

THAT the Kitchener Elementary School BC Hydro/TELUS Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 
2025-2 be read a first time. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

Moved by: Peter Cech 
Seconded by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 

THAT the Kitchener Elementary School BC Hydro/TELUS Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 
2025-2 be approved a first time and read a second time. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

Moved by: Peter Cech 
Seconded by: Bill Brassington 

THAT the Kitchener Elementary School BC Hydro/TELUS Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 
2025-2 be approved a second time and read a third time. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

Moved by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 
Seconded by: Jen Mezei 

THAT the Kitchener Elementary School BC Hydro/TELUS Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 
2025-2 be approved a third time. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

Moved by: Bill Brassington 
Seconded by: Peter Cech 

THAT the Kitchener Elementary School BC Hydro/TELUS Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 
2025-2 having been read a first, second, and third time, be finally passed and adopted the 



16th day of December 2025, and that the Chair of the Board and the Secretary-Treasurer 
be authorized to sign the bylaw; and that the bylaw be sealed with the corporate seal of 
the Board. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

3. Brentwood Park Elementary School BC Hydro Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 2025-3 

Secretary-Treasurer Khunguray presented the Brentwood Park Elementary School BC 
Hydro Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 2025-3 for board consideration and approval. 

Moved by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 
Seconded by: Larry Hayes 

THAT the Brentwood Park Elementary School BC Hydro Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 
2025-3 receive three readings at this Board meeting held December 16, 2025. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

Moved by: Bill Brassington 
Seconded by: Peter Cech 

THAT the Brentwood Park Elementary School BC Hydro Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 
2025-3 be read a first time. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

Moved by: Jen Mezei 
Seconded by: Gary Wong 

THAT the Brentwood Park Elementary School BC Hydro Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 
2025-3 be approved a first time and read a second time. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

Moved by: Peter Cech 
Seconded by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 

THAT the Brentwood Park Elementary School BC Hydro Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 
2025-3 be approved a second time and read a third time. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

Moved by: Bill Brassington 
Seconded by: Larry Hayes 

THAT the Brentwood Park Elementary School BC Hydro Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 
2025-3 be approved a third time. 

Carried Unanimously 



Moved by: Peter Cech 
Seconded by: Gary Wong 

THAT the Brentwood Park Elementary School BC Hydro Statutory Right-of-Way Bylaw 
2025-3 having been read a first, second, and third time, be finally passed and adopted the 

16th day of December 2025, and that the Chair of the Board and the Secretary-Treasurer 
be authorized to sign the bylaw; and that the bylaw be sealed with the Corporate seal of 
the Board. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

12. Unfinished Business 

Nothing to report. 

 

13. New Business 

1. 2026 Trustee Committee Responsibilities 

The Procedural Bylaw states that annually the Board, based on the Chairperson’s 
recommendation, appoints the Chair and member Trustees for both standing and ad-hoc 
committees. 

Moved by: Bill Brassington 
Seconded by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 

THAT the Board of Education receive and approve this information. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

14. Correspondence 

Ombudsperson Quarterly Report: July 1 - September 30, 2025 

 

15. Question Period (Timed Item) 

Nothing to report. 

 

16. Board Private Session Report 

Moved by: Mikelle Sasakamoose 
Seconded by: Gary Wong 

THAT the Board of Education receive this information. 

Carried Unanimously 

 
 



17. Adjournment 

Moved by: Larry Hayes 
Seconded by: Bill Brassington 

THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:07 pm. 

Carried Unanimously 
 

 
 

   

Kristin Schnider, Chair  Ishver Khunguray, Secretary-Treasurer 

   

 


