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NEW YEAR, NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR LEARNERS

As classes began in 2026, students at Brantford Elementary welcomed the new calendar year
with art. Children at Westridge Elementary created a wish tree, sharing their dreams for the
year ahead. Lakeview Elementary students got their “January Jog” on. A Grade 1/2 class at
Buckingham Elementary wrote about their perfect winter day. Back at Braniford, a Grade 6/7
class took their dreams of winter a step further. They visited the cold on Grouse Mountain,
where they learned how to snowshoe. At Marlborough Elementary, children also connected
with the environment — gaining knowledge of the journey that their school’s salmon eggs will
take. Across the District, students in Grades 4 to 7 have been attending Young People’s
Concerts, learning how to recognise the essential blues chord progression, which is the
foundation of popular music. Students from seven high schools came together to showcase
their dance skills in a performance called South for the Winter. Secondary students in a
Metalwork class at Byrne Creek Community School created barbeques from scratch, using 3D
modeling, CNC plasma and welding. A Grade 2/3 class at Brentwood Park Elementary did a
winter STEM project, courtesy of a leadership class from Alpha Secondary. The students used
two ingredients to create “reaction snow.” Also at Alpha, youth began the year supporting
community with their Birthday Box drive for Burnaby Neighbourhood House. The boxes
included cake mixes, and are designed to make celebrating possible for everyone. An art
class at Alpha worked with an Indigenous teacher on a project that explored connection to
the land. A Grade 3/4 class at Buckingham studied landforms, including relationships to
Indigenous peoples. Children at Twelfth Avenue Elementary retold an Indigenous trickster tale
about Coyote and the Bluebirds — using story to make explorations of music both meaningful
and memorable.

LAYING THE FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE WITH CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS

With much excitement from the students, construction has started on an addition at Nelson
Elementary. Through provincial funding, the school is getting a four-classroom prefabricated
addition that will add 100 seats. The educational zone in which Nelson is located is expected
to have a 17.5 percent increase in the number of students over the next ten years. The District
is also continuing its work to support families with children who are not yet school age. In
addition to programs such as StrongStart BC, work is underway to increase child care spaces
on school properties. The newly constructed facility on Twelfth Avenue’s property is now
complete and has received occupancy. This brings the total to three new provincially funded
child care centres in recent months, with facilities at Stoney Creek and Kitchener Elementary
schools having received their occupancy permits at the end of 2025. All of the child care
providers are engaged with licensing in order to begin the work of welcoming children as soon
as possible. Collectively, the three facilities will add 60 new preschool spaces and 72 before-
and-after school care spofts.



BLACK EXCELLENCE DAY EVENT BREAKS RECORDS

A record number of school districts joined the Burnaby Schools province-wide Black
Excellence Day celebration. 28 school districts and more than 20,000 students viewed the
video event, which offered an opportunity to learn about Black history and lived experiences.
The welcome was provided by the Chair of the Burnaby Board of Education, with the fifth
annual event sponsored by and co-planned with the BC Black Educational Leaders
Association. Designed for children and youth from Grades 4 to 12, student voice was at the
centre. At Byrne Creek Community School, a District-wide audience gathered live for the
event. Grade 11 students from Cariboo Hill Secondary created a segment for the audience to
learn about Black innovators. Their video's technical work was done by students in Cariboo
Hill's Black Excellence Club. Music from R&B and gospel artists was also a highlight, including
the Black National Anthem. Artists, athletes, educators and other leaders who are
accomplished in their fields were featured. Collectively, the event honoured the rich history,
achievements and joy of Black communities.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH EARN RECOGNITION FOR OUTSTANDING TALENTS

Students from three Burnaby Schools took fop honours in a national French-speaking contest
called Dites-le en vidéo, or in English: Say It on Video. Eleven youth at Moscrop Secondary
were among the top three in their categories, including five who earned first place. Additional
winners from Brantford Elementary and Cariboo Hill Secondary brought the total up to 15
champions from Burnaby Schools in the annual contest. A Burnaby South Secondary grad
designed the Vancouver Canucks logo for the NHL team’s first Filipino Heritage Night. In a
promotional video, her mother talks about her daughter’s autism diagnosis at a young age
and how the way she sees the world makes her special. The former Access program student
created an eye-catching design that features elements and colours found on the Filipino flag.
Students from the Cisco Networking Academy at Burnaby South Secondary placed in the top
five percent in round one of the CyberPatriot games — the world's largest cybersecurity
competition. The students in the District-wide Program of Choice finished in the top 44 percent
of nearly 2000 teams from across North America. A Moscrop Secondary class is being featured
in a publication by the National Model Railroad Association's Pacific Northwest Division. A
Grade 10 student is quoted saying the course is: "one of the most unique classes a high school
student can take." A Burnaby North Secondary student was one of two youth across Burnaby,
New Westminster, and the Tri-Cities to be published in a holiday story contest. The creative
writing challenge was for the first print edition of Freshet News. The local media outlet also
featured a Cariboo Hill Secondary student after she earned international recognition. The
Grade 9 student captured a silver dance medal at the World Dance Championships in [taly as
part of the junior Team Canada group. An Aubrey Elementary student, who has been learning
about visual design and symbolic communication in class, has independently won a design
contest. The Grade 6 student entered TranslLink'’s Pink Shirt Day Art Contest. Her winning art,
featuring iconic Vancouver landmarks, will be displayed later next month at SkyTrain stations,
transit platforms and on digital screens — spreading her message of compassion across the
fransit system.
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