
 
 
December 16, 2025 
 
Good evening and welcome.  

December is always a particularly vibrant and meaningful time in Burnaby schools. As the term draws to a 
close, hallways and gymnasiums across Burnaby fill with music, movement, and joy as students take to the 
stage in winter concerts and performances. Singing, dancing, ringing, acting, and instrumental music come 
together to create moments that are both celebratory and deeply memorable for students, families, and 
staff alike. 

Over the past three weeks, I had the great pleasure of visiting many Burnaby schools and the Michael J. Fox 
Theatre to witness these performances firsthand. What stood out was not only the talent and confidence of 
Burnaby students, but the extraordinary amount of preparation, care, and collaboration that goes into 
bringing these events to life. I want to extend my sincere thanks to all staff, students, and families for their 
dedication in bringing these concerts to the stage in our schools. Their hard work does not go unnoticed 
and clearly reflects our District’s deep appreciation for the performing arts. 

I would like to offer particular recognition to our school music educators and staff in the visual and 
performing arts departments. Often working behind the scenes and well beyond the school day, they are 
not only leading performances but leading essential work in their schools, ensuring that every student has a 
place, a role, and a sense of pride within these events. Through their commitment, students are 
encouraged to share their gifts with the wider community, sometimes for the very first time. For many 
families, these concerts represent their child’s first opportunity to be celebrated on a stage, and these 
winter performances become treasured memories that live on long after students’ years in Burnaby 
Schools have passed. 

While these celebrations rightly take centre stage in December, I also want to draw attention to another 
equally important aspect of life in Burnaby Schools, work that often happens quietly, without applause, but 
with profound impact. In visiting schools during this season, I saw something else taking place alongside the 
concerts and sing-alongs: a strong and deeply rooted commitment to caring for one another and supporting 
our broader community. 

Across the District, many schools have been organizing community drives and initiatives to support families 
and community members during what can be a challenging time of year. At Brantford Elementary, the 
school community hosted the annual Jingle Bell Walk, a cherished tradition where students, staff, and 
families head into the neighbourhood to distribute flyers requesting non-perishable food items and new, 
unwrapped toys for families in need. 

At Byrne Creek Community School, students and staff organized a benefit concert on December 11, raising 
approximately $10,000 worth of hampers for families. Stoney Creek Community School hosted a toy drive 
in support of the Burnaby Christmas Bureau and assembled holiday hampers for families in need. At 
Kitchener Elementary, students and families participated in the Angel Project, also in partnership with the 
Burnaby Christmas Bureau, donating new, unwrapped toys so children in our community could open gifts 
on Christmas morning. 

At Second Street Community School, the school community adopted families and raised funds for holiday 
hampers, while Burnaby Mountain Secondary leadership students hosted “Kits for a Cause” in partnership 
with Union Gospel Mission, collecting funds and essential items for hygiene kits to be distributed in the 
Downtown Eastside. At Confederation Park Elementary, students, staff, and families donated 95 pairs of 
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new socks and mittens to the Burnaby Neighbourhood House, helping to make the season warmer and 
brighter for others. 

These examples represent just a small snapshot of the many acts of generosity taking place across Burnaby 
Schools this season. There are countless additional efforts, often unseen, where staff and school 
communities work thoughtfully and compassionately to ensure students and families feel supported, 
connected, and cared for. This work reflects the community-mindedness that we value so deeply in 
Burnaby Schools. 

Schools are not simply places for curriculum, assessments, and courses. They are places of belonging, 
relationship, and community connection, an essential reminder of the true value of public education. 
Through strong partnerships and wrap-around supports, schools strive to meet students where they are, 
offering resources, care, and understanding so every individual can flourish. Above all, they offer kindness 
without judgement and compassion without prejudice. 

As we move forward under the District’s new 2025–2030 Strategic Plan, this work aligns directly with our 
shared commitment to Safe and Caring Communities and our core value of Belonging. These winter months 
remind us that creating safe and caring schools is about more than policies or programs; it is about actions 
rooted in empathy, generosity, and collective responsibility. While the holiday concerts fill our hearts with 
music and celebration, it is the quieter acts of care that ensure bellies are full, hearts are warm, and the 
magic of the season remains intact for children of all backgrounds and needs. 

It is in these moments, both on stage and behind the scenes, that the true spirit of Burnaby Schools shines 
brightest. 

As we conclude this calendar year, I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to all staff, students, and families 
for the care, generosity, and humanity you show one another especially during this season. Whether 
through acts of service, quiet support, or simply showing up for someone in need, your efforts make a real 
difference in people’s lives and embody the values we hold dear in Burnaby Schools. I hope the upcoming 
holiday break offers you time to rest, reconnect, and enjoy meaningful moments with those you care 
about. On behalf of the Board, I wish you and your loved ones a joyful and restorative holiday season and 
all the very best in the year ahead. We look forward to continuing this work together in the new year, 
grounded in belonging, compassion, and care. 

Thank you. 
 
Kristin Schnider, Chair 
Burnaby Board of Education 
 


