SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
Reporting to Public Session on Tuesday, December 16, 2025

1. The Confederation Park Choir gets into the Holiday Spirit

Music is a gift that connects people on many levels, bringing joy to both performers and audiences. In
Burnaby, we are proud to have music specialists in every elementary school, ensuring that students from
Kindergarten to Grade 7 experience rich opportunities in both choral and instrumental music. The
benefits of music education extend far beyond the music room. Students learn to collaborate, listen to
one another, and express themselves creatively through the Arts. These experiences foster confidence,
teamwork, and communication skills that serve them throughout life. Our students share their learning
and talents by performing in schools, theatres, and community venues. During this holiday season alone,
there have been more than 70 performances from 22 elementary schools, 8 secondary schools, and three
District choirs.

Tonight, we are delighted to welcome the Intermediate Choir from Confederation Park Elementary
School, under the direction of music teacher Bonnie Ishii, with the support of principal Jill McQueen. This
dedicated group of Grade 4-7 students rehearse twice a week during lunch hour. The choir has performed
at school gatherings, the Confederation Park Seniors Centre, and Lougheed Mall, and they proudly
participate in the annual intermediate choir festival “Burnaby Sings”. As students at our Education
Through the Arts School, they understand the value of music, dance, drama, and performance. This
evening, the students have prepared three selections to share with you. Please join us in celebrating their
talent and the importance of the Arts in our schools.

Recommendation:

THAT the Board of Education receive the information.
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