SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
Reporting to Public Session on Monday, September 29, 2025

1. National Day for Truth and Reconciliation

Every year on September 30, we observe the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation and Orange Shirt
Day in the Burnaby School District. This day is deeply significant as it honours and remembers the children
who never returned home and the Survivors of residential schools, along with their families and
communities. It’s a time for us to publicly acknowledge and remember the tragic and painful history, as
well as the ongoing impacts of residential schools, which is a crucial part of the reconciliation process.

In our schools, we see many examples where non-Indigenous students and staff are taking the lead in this
important work to honour Indigenous students and communities. This shared responsibility is helping to
move us forward together in the spirit of reconciliation. In the Burnaby School District, truth,
reconciliation, and healing are present all week, with students and staff wearing orange leading up to the
September 29 Orange Shirt Day assemblies and the September 30 National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation. Below are a few examples of how this important day has been honoured in our schools
this year:

e Parkcrest Elementary: On September 24, Parkcrest came together in ceremony to celebrate the
completion of the mural project by Latash Nahanee, Elder from the Squamish Nation. The
ceremony shared teachings from Elder Alroy Baker and marked the completion of the mural
project which saw students, staff and community members engage with Elder Latash to learn
about local culture and history through the creation of the mural which depicts the story of The
Two Sisters. The mural greets students, staff and guests in the entryway of the building.

¢ Nelson Elementary: On September 26, Nelson hosted a ceremony to celebrate the unveiling of
their new school logo created by Austin Aan'yas Harry from the Squamish and Namgis Nations.
The new logo drew inspiration from a community dinner hosted last fall. Austin gathered ideas by
listening to former and current families, staff and students share what was important to them
about Nelson Elementary, weaving those ideas into the new logo for the school.

e Moscrop Secondary: Hosting assemblies in the morning for students under the theme of
Honouring the Past, Healing the Present, Inspiring the Future. The assemblies are being supported
by Dr. Elder Roberta Price and are led by Indigenous students at the school, as well as student
allies from the school. The day of learning will culminate with a panel discussion featuring
Indigenous community members alongside current and past Moscrop students to discuss the
significance of Truth and Reconciliation.

e Burnaby North Secondary: A Cross curricular project has been created by Ace-It Film and
Broadcast program students; Indigenous students and members of their families were
interviewed by ACE-It students to share about Truth and Reconciliation; The video will be shared
within the school as a part of learning about Orange Shirt Day and National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation.



Recommendation:

THAT the Board of Education receive this information.

2. How We’'re Doing Report 2024-25

The last Burnaby School District’s five-year Strategic Plan was launched in 2019. It articulates the District’s
mission, vision, values, priorities, and sets out goals and objectives. Annually, the District releases a public
report capturing new progress over the prior school year toward the Burnaby Board of Education’s
priorities outlined in the Strategic Plan; the priorities guide system-wide work happening across the
District.

This is the final year of reporting on the current plan. Much was achieved. This year’s How We’re Doing
Report includes achievements about everything from student excellence to system-wide
accomplishments, such as supporting mental health, the path to Reconciliation, and work toward
supporting diversity and inclusion. The report reflects that schools are critical places for the whole
community, showcasing work with newcomers to Canada, as well as increasing access to high quality child
care.

Recommendation:

THAT the Board of Education receive this information.

3. Enhancing Student Learning Report

School districts across the province are required to develop a long-term plan to improve student
achievement. The Enhancing Student Learning Report (ESLR) focuses on system-wide continuous
improvement, enhancing student outcomes and life chances for all students. With a particular emphasis
on English Language Learners, Indigenous students, children and youth in care and students with
disabilities or diverse abilities, the report is submitted to the Ministry of Education and Childcare every
three years, with Interim Progress Reports submitted in the two years in-between.

The Enhancing Student Learning Report is also intended to support Boards of Education in the
development of strategic plans as well as provides a framework by which districts can reflect on and adjust

practices and share progress publicly.

Roberto Bombelli, Deputy Superintendent, will provide an overview of the District’s Interim Progress:
Enhancing Student Learning Report 2025, summarizing the data and findings.

The final report, once approved, will be submitted to the Ministry of Education and Child Care by October
1, 2025.

Recommendation:

THAT the Board of Education receive the information and approve the Interim Progress: Enhancing
Student Learning Report 2025.





