
 
 
September 29, 2025 
 
Good evening and welcome.  

I want to begin by acknowledging the importance of the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. 
September 30 is a day to honour the survivors of residential schools, the children who never made it home, 
and the families and communities who have been forever changed by the deep-rooted trauma and 
systemic violence of colonialism, residential schools, and anti-Indigenous racism. 

The residential school system is not a distant chapter in Canada’s past. In fact, it was a recent as 1996 that 
the Canadian government was still forcibly removing First Nations, Inuit, and Métis children from their 
families with the intent to erase Indigenous languages, cultures, and identities. That was in my lifetime, 
when I was in school. But my school experience did not include any awareness of what residential schools 
were or the devastating trauma they inflicted on generations of Indigenous Peoples.  

In the 27 years since the last residential school closed, our societal understanding of residential schools and 
their impacts has certainly changed. Today, we understand that we all have a responsibility for this shared 
history and need to reckon with the ongoing impacts on First Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples. We cannot 
create a better future unless we acknowledge and learn from our past. 

And while it’s important to reflect on the story of Phyllis Webstad’s orange shirt being taken from her on 
her first day at residential school, it’s key that we also realize that Reconciliation is much more than Orange 
Shirt Day. Phyllis’ story has grown into a movement that has been embraced by schools and communities 
across Canada grounded in a commitment to building a better future.  

Each year, we see students and families in Burnaby wear orange, create artwork, and share messages of 
Reconciliation. These acts matter. They help to nurture understanding, compassion, and a commitment to 
justice in the next generation. 

But Reconciliation cannot happen on one day or one week in September alone. The phrase Every Child 
Matters is not just a slogan we wear on an orange t-shirt once a year. It is a continuous journey that 
requires accountability, humility, and consistent action. It is a belief that every learner, every child, 
deserves to be safe, seen, heard, and valued for who they are every day of the year.  

In Burnaby Schools we are committed to this journey. Later this evening, in the Superintendent’s report, 
you will hear about some of the ways schools are demonstrating this commitment: through events, through 
curriculum, and through intentional work to acknowledge and heal the ongoing harms caused by 
colonialism, racism, and the marginalization of Indigenous peoples. 

There is much to be proud of in this work: our partnerships with Indigenous communities, the leadership of 
the Indigenous Education team and Indigenous students, and the growing opportunities for students to 
learn Indigenous histories, perspectives, and ways of knowing. But there is also much more work to be 
done. Reconciliation isn’t a box we can check. It is ongoing work, that isn’t completed in a single event, 
action, or territorial acknowledgment.   

As a Board of Education, we take this responsibility seriously, especially now, in a political climate where 
Canada’s commitment to Reconciliation is being put to the test. As we have seen, there are forces that 
question whether or not Indigenous rights should be upheld when they challenge provincial authority over 
land and resources. 
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The truth is Reconciliation will not succeed if it is treated as optional, or fashionable only when convenient. 
It requires courage and sustained political will at every level of government, including Boards of Education, 
so we can dismantle systemic barriers. But also, so we can support the spaces and places where 
Reconciliation can be realized in classrooms, one learner at a time, through everyday acts of respect, 
inclusion, and truth-telling.  

Every time a student learns the true and painful history of this country, every time they hear an Indigenous 
Elder speak, every time they see their own culture and identity reflected back with dignity and respect, that 
is Reconciliation in action. 

That is why I believe the work in Burnaby schools matters so deeply. When I was walking the halls of an 
elementary school in the District earlier this month, I saw a bulletin board covered with paper orange shirts. 
Each one was coloured by a student and paired with their own words on why Every Child Matters.  

Standing there, I was reminded of how deeply young learners are engaging with this truth and that they 
understand why Reconciliation is so necessary. These were not just art assignments for students. They were 
acts of reflection and hope. Through their own learning, students are reminding all of us that every learner 
must be supported and that every learner must be celebrated for their identity. 

As we mark the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, I want to thank staff, students, families, and 
community who have made this learning and these acts of Reconciliation possible in Burnaby Schools not 
just this past week, but throughout the school year. Together, we are not only learning about the past. We 
are doing the difficult yet hopeful work of shaping a better future for all. 

Reconciliation is difficult work. It takes honesty, humility, and courage. But students are showing us that it 
is possible. Let’s follow their lead, carrying this journey forward with open minds, strong hearts, and a 
shared commitment to building an education system, and a society, where Every Child Matters. 

Thank you. 
 
Kristin Schnider, Chair 
Burnaby Board of Education 
 


