
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Reporting to Public Session on Tuesday, February 25, 2025 

 

1. Celebrating Black History / Black Futures in February and Beyond 
 

Inspired by a District sponsored Black Excellence event, the Burnaby Central BlackEx Club has been 
running since the fall of 2022. For Black History/Futures Month 2025, the students have been making 
weekly announcements about Black historical figures and events. On February 26th they are hosting a 
Black History Month (BHM) celebration in the school theatre that includes performances and a 
traditional/cultural fashion show.  All students and staff are welcome. Students have also been raising 
funds with weekly food sales highlighting Cuisine from the African Diaspora.  Members of the Club will be 
attending the “Lift Every Voice” concert on Thursday February 27th.  Gospel and Soul Singer – Marcus 
Mosely – will be performing an evening of song to celebrate BHM.  He will perform a few songs with the 
school’s Concert Choir and 6 – 8 members of the BlackEx Club.  BlackEx Students are helping take 
donations at the door. The proceeds will support their club’s future initiatives. The entire school 
community is welcome. The BlackEx Club will attend a session on Black History and Black Music in the 
Library earlier the same day.  

The Cariboo Black Excellence Club is a new affinity group that began this school year. This group has 
created a large and engaging mural in the main foyer of Cariboo Hill Secondary School to commemorate 
Black Canadian Excellence. On the daily announcements, students are celebrating Black Canadians who 
have made significant achievements and/or contributions. The Club has collaborated with the Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI) and the Mental Health Student Groups to create an awareness 
presentation around the impact of discriminatory language and hate speech on youth mental health. This 
presentation is being presented to grade 8’s through 12.   
 
Tonight, we are honoured to introduce Burnaby Central Secondary students from the BlackEx Club, 
Ynabiel Gebremichael, Kingston Smith and Alicia Bakacheza, and members of Cariboo Hill Secondary’s 
Black Excellence Club Olivia Nwabueze, Sara Tesfamariam and Salem Yohannes Tesfamichael, who will 
share how they have been uplifting and celebrating Black Excellence. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
THAT the Board of Education receive this information. 
 
 
2. Literacy in Burnaby Schools 
 
The Burnaby School District’s Responsive and Inclusive Literacy Framework has been created to empower 
educators to implement evidence-based literacy practices to ensure that every student has access to 
effective, engaging and transformative literacy instruction. Professional development opportunities at a 
District and school level have been created to support educators and has been focused on literacy 
instruction and classroom assessments.   
 



This evening, Kathryn Yamamoto, Director of Instruction, will provide an overview of literacy in the 
Burnaby School District as well as share information about the Ministry of Education and Child Care 
Literacy supports.  
 
Recommendation: 
 
THAT the Board of Education receive this information. 
 
  
 



Kathryn Yamamoto, Director of Instruction
February 25, 2025

Literacy in Burnaby Schools



Literacy Timeline

2021–2022

Review of previous 
literacy framework and 

established District 
Literacy Team

2022–
2023

Vision, Intentions, 
Beliefs and Key 

Instructional Practices –
work with Faye 

Brownlie and SDT and 
District Literacy Team

2023–
2024

Draft K-7 Framework 
created by working 

group in consultation 
with SDT and District 

Literacy Team

Fall 2024

K-7 Framework shared 
with all school teams

Winter 
2025

Pathways to practice 
added to Framework

Winter 2025

Tier 2 Literacy Working 
Group established

Begin creating 
Secondary Literacy 

Framework 



Responsive and Inclusive Literacy 
Framework for K – 7



Reading









Focus on Early Literacy Assessment



Exploring inquiry questions 
through collaborative 
conversations, examining 
data and planning for 
instruction and intervention.  

“How can we create 
effective entry points for all 
learners?”
“In what ways do various 
targeted literacy strategies 
impact the progress of 
struggling readers and 
writers?”
“How do we utilize literacy 
assessment tools to track 
and improve student 
progress and plan for 
instruction?” 

Literacy Communities of 
Practice in Schools



Professional Learning Opportunities



District Literacy Team is creating 
a plan for the professional 
development grant for 
submission to the Ministry in July. 
Areas of the plan will include: 

• Literacy Instruction
• Early Literacy Screeners
• Literacy Intervention

and

Creation of literacy information 
and resources for parents and 
caregivers. 

Ministry of Education and Child Care 
Professional Learning Grant



Thank You
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