
 
May 31, 2021 

Re: Honouring the Children Found at Tk’emlúps Indian Residential School 

Dear Families: 
It is with profound sadness that we reach out to you today. Last week we learned about the 
heartbreaking discovery of the remains of 215 Indigenous children found at the former Tk’emlúps Indian 
Residential School. Our deepest and most sincere condolences go out to the families of the children and 
to all communities closely affected. The impact of this tragedy is vast, and our hearts are also with 
Indigenous students, families, and staff in the Burnaby School District. 

Since we heard this devastating news last week, we have been connecting with Elders and local 
Indigenous community members to seek guidance on how we may proceed as a community to come 
together, provide space to heal, and mourn alongside one another. Today, in acknowledgement and 
honour of the children lost, to honour those who have suffered trauma and harm at the former 
Residential School in Kamloops, and to pay respect to families and communities who are mourning, the 
Canadian flags at our school and district sites are flying at half-mast until further notice. Over the 
weekend a message was also sent to all district staff, inviting them to wear orange throughout the week. 
We encourage students to wear orange, as well, as a reminder of our collective commitment to protect 
and create safe learning environments for youth to share their voice. In difficult times, it is even more 
important to lift each other up and continue the healing journey together. We will be offering the 
Indigenous Education Team time to heal through a drum circle and will be connecting with school 
learning communities to ensure they have what they need to lead during this time.  

School counsellors are available for support should you find it helpful. There are also community 
resources where confidential help can be accessed: 
• Indian Residential Schools Survivor Society 24 Hour Crisis Line – 1-866-925-4419 
• Indian Residential Schools Survivors Society Resolution Health Support Program 1-877-477-0775 

(Support services for former Residential School students and their families) 
• First Nations Health Authority – Virtual Counselling and Health Services 1-855-344-3800 

(www.FNHA.ca/VirtualHealth) 
• More resources can be found on the District’s website here: https://burnabyschools.ca/counselling-

and-mental-health-resources/ 

Our deepest condolences go out to the generations of families who live daily grief and trauma as a direct 
result of the residential school system. As a district, we will keep working closely with Elders, listen, 
deepen our understandings, reflect and act, as we continue our journey together toward meaningful 
change.  
With deep gratitude and respect, 

 
 
Rob Smyth, District Principal            Jen Mezei, Board Chair        Gina Niccoli-Moen, Superintendent  
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