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BURNABY STUDENTS PARLER FRANCAIS BIEN!  
Burnaby schools students were successful in multiple grade levels and categories at 
the Canadian Parents for French, Provincial Concours d'art oratoire. First place 
finishers included Hamish Clinton (Alpha), Arshia Shirbani, (Burnaby North) and Ysamin 
Rajwani (Burnaby Mountain). Katrina Berry (Cariboo Hill) was the District’s lone second 
place finisher while Joanne Kim (Moscrop) and Seaforth elementary student Troy 
Cheah each garnered third place. 

Two weeks later, the National Concours d'art oratoire featured 39 grade 12 students 
from across the country in Gatineau Québec. Burnaby Schools Hamish Clinton placed 
2nd in the Grade 12 Early Immersion category with his speech, “La crise globale de 
l'eau.” Hamish has been offered scholarships from the University of Ottawa, l' Université 
de Saint-Boniface, the University of Moncton and l'Université St Anne. 

SKILLS CANADA GOLDEN MOMENT  
The results are in for the 2016 Skills Canada National Competition that was recently 
held in Moncton, New Brunswick. Burnaby North’s Calvin Leung who attends the Cisco 
Computer Networking Technician Program at Burnaby South returned home with a 
gold medal. Congratulations to Calvin and to his teacher Eddie Wong. You make us 
proud! 

OUR BRIGHTEST LIGHTS  
The Prime Minister's Award for Teaching Excellence has honoured exceptional 
elementary and secondary school teachers since 1993. Recipients are recognized for 
their remarkable achievements in education and for their commitment to preparing 
their students for a digital and innovation-based economy. Kitchener grade 4/5 
teacher Bryan Tesan, is a recent Certificate of Achievement recipient. Inspired by his 
family, this "bright light" helps students of all abilities and uses technology and 
simulation games to enhance learning. 

HIS FUTURE IS PRO 
On June 1st, 15 year old Alphonso Davies, who is part of the Caps Residency program 
at Burnaby Central, became the youngest player to start for the Vancouver 
Whitecaps. And while the first game he played in against the Ottawa Fury was a loss, 
the second one, one week later, was a win for the Whitecaps with Davies almost 
scoring early in the game. As he left the field, Davies got a standing ovation and 
Coach Carl Robinson was quick to recognize his protégé as being “very sharp and 
very bright.” Alphonso moved from Edmonton to join Burnaby Central's Caps’ U-16 
residency program last summer and is signed to a professional contract with the 
Whitecaps FC2 (WFC2) in the United Soccer League.  

GOOD NEWS 



 

LIGHTS, CAMERA, SCIENCE! 
What do soap, addiction, BPA (bisphenol A) and menstruation have in common? 
They were all winning topics in the District’s first ever Science & Technology video 
contest. Initiated by Science & Math Program Consultant Ron Coleburn, four teams of 
students from two schools, Moscrop and Burnaby North captured their science savvy 
on film. Each team member received a gift card and a District certificate of 
achievement. Their winning films will soon be posted online.  
 
IT TAKES A VILLAGE…. 
Education is everybody’s business and we are appreciate the following organizations 
for their support of public education in Burnaby schools.  
 

• Second Street Elementary was a runner-up 2016 Indigo Love of Reading 
Foundation's Literacy Fund grant program. The school received more than 
1,500 new books that were generously donated by Disney Worldwide 
Publishing, Marvel Press, Disney Press, Lucasfilm Press, and Hyperion Press. These 
books will enhance the school’s library collection and support the schools 
reading initiatives. 

 
• Cameron Elementary has won $10,000 from Pearson’s to spend on learning 

resources and books, the unexpected result of a teacher entering the contest 
as she waited to place an online order.  Cameron also received a $3,600 grant 
from TD Trust to build an outdoor classroom. Special thanks to the PAC grant 
committee for that submission. 
 

• The Plant a Seed & See What Grows Foundation sponsored its first seed classes 
in three Burnaby schools through a partnership with the Sprouting Chef’s 
Society. For two weeks in April, students from Forest Grove and Windsor 
Elementary and Lochdale Community School enjoyed learning how to plant 
seeds to grow food for their school gardens using organic growing principles 
and integrating curriculum. More than $2,500 was invested in the project that 
involved 806 students from kindergarten to grade 7. 

 
• The Twilighter and Burnaby Lake Rugby Clubs are taking good care of students 

at Edmonds, Stride Avenue and Byrne Creek Community Schools, as well as 
Twelfth Avenue Elementary. Each school received almost $1000 this year to use 
towards food programs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


