
 

 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

Reporting to Public Session, Tuesday, May 13, 2014 

 

 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee met on Wednesday, April 23, 2014 at 5:30 pm. In 

attendance were: Trustees James Wang (Chair), Larry Hayes and Meiling Chia; DPAC 

Representative Dave Dye, Secretary-Treasurer Greg Frank, Director of Facilities Services 

Russ Sales, Health and Safety Officer Terry Gomez (agenda item 3) and Data Manager 

and Student Information Planner Richard Whitaker (agenda item 2). 

 

 

1.  Capital Projects Update 

 

The committee received a brief report on capital projects currently in various stages of 

planning within the district. Highlights include: 

 

 

Alpha Secondary Seismic Upgrade 

 

 Ministry funding and project approval pending 

 Draft Seismic Project Identification Report submitted to Ministry 

 Draft Project Identification Report submitted to Ministry 

 Draft Project Definition Report submitted to Ministry 

 District is requesting partial school replacement as part of seismic project 

 

 

Montecito Elementary School – Seismic Upgrade 

 

 Draft Seismic Project Identification Report submitted to Ministry 

 Draft Project Identification Report submitted to Ministry 

 Preliminary draft Project Definition Report submitted to Ministry 

 Project options are under review 

 District is requesting a school addition as part of the seismic project 

 

Recommendation: THAT the Board receive this information. 

 

 

2.  Adult Crossing Guard Program 

 

Data Manager and Student Information Planner Richard Whitaker reviewed with the 

committee information on progress to date in developing a new priority ranking system 

for the Adult Crossing Guard program. Priority ranking factors presented included: cur-

rent enrolment figures, ICBC crash data, intersection size and type, traffic calming meas-

ures and bus and truck routes. The committee discussed the information in detail and 

instructed staff to continue to develop the tool for future Adult Crossing Guard placement 

priority ranking. Further information will be brought to a future meeting. 

 



 

 

The committee also reviewed correspondence from the South Slope Parent Advisory 

Committee and form letters from parents requesting a crossing guard be placed at the 

corner of Rumble Street and Sussex Avenue. The committee discussed the letters in detail 

and agreed the requests and related information will be included in the ongoing review of 

the crossing guard program. 

 

Recommendation: THAT the Board receive this information. 

 

 

3.  Safety Plan for Pipeline-Related Emergencies 

 

Health and Safety Officer Terry Gomez reviewed with the committee safety guidelines 

for emergencies involving pipelines. Staff will continue to work with schools that may 

have pipelines within their vicinity to ensure their safety plans are appropriate. 

 

Recommendation: THAT the Board receive this information. 

 

 

4.  Traffic Issues at Capitol Hill Elementary School 

 

The committee reviewed a report from the City of Burnaby outlining various traffic con-

trol measures that will be undertaken to improve student safety around the school. 

 

Recommendation: THAT the Board receive this information. 

 

 

5.  Greening of the Edmonds Community School Field 

 

The committee reviewed correspondence from the City of Burnaby regarding the possi-

bility of greening the all-weather sports field at Edmonds Community School for the ben-

efit of the school and community. A report to the Parks, Recreation and Culture Commis-

sion from the Director, Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services had identified the chal-

lenges of greening the all-weather sports field due to site restrictions. District staff will 

continue to work with the school on alternative options for the school. 

 

Recommendation: THAT the Board receive this information. 

 

 

6.  Next Meeting 

 

The next Buildings and Grounds Committee meeting will be held at 5:00 pm on Tuesday, 

May 20, 2014. 

 

 

7.  Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 

 
14-05-13 Public Session/Buildings & Ground/SB 



EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Reporting to Public Session, Tuesday, May 13, 2014 

 

The Education Committee met on Monday, May 5
th

 at 4:30pm.  In attendance were 

Trustees Harman Pandher (Chair), Ron Burton and James Wang, and Assistant 

Superintendents Roberto Bombelli and Heather Hart. 

 

 

1. One to One Literacy Society 

 

Coordinator of Community Services, Doreen George, introduced Mary McGiven, 

Executive Director of One to One Society.  A non-profit society and registered charity, 

One to One Literacy Society provides one-to-one literacy support for elementary school 

aged children.  Trained volunteers work in schools with students who have been 

identified by the teachers as needing a boost in their literacy.  Students who meet the 

criteria are not currently receiving resource support, have an English language 

proficiency level of 3 or above and would benefit from practicing reading with a 

supportive volunteer tutor. 

 

Every three years the program is formally evaluated.  Results indicated that teachers and 

volunteers   see   improved   student attitudes toward reading   and an increased level of 

confidence in the student’s ability to read.   

 

The One to One Literacy Society is looking to expand their program into the Burnaby 

School District.  It will begin in two Burnaby schools, yet to be determined, in the Fall of 

2014.   

 

Recommendation:  THAT the Board receive and approve the implementation of 

the One to One Literacy Society program in Burnaby Schools. 

 

 

2. Online Course Update 

 

Kevin Brandt, Director of Instruction and John Tyler, Vice Principal, Burnaby Online, 

presented new courses under development for Burnaby Online.  Burnaby recently 

released three new courses stemming from this partnership; Introduction to Greek 11, 

Introduction to Arabic 11 and a new version of Planning 10. Additionally, Burnaby 

Online will be releasing Introduction to Mandarin 11 and Android Application 

Development this Summer.  In the Fall, Introduction to Italian 11 and Digital Citizenship 

will be two new courses on the Burnaby Online menu.  Currently there are several 

courses under development including Punjabi, German, Entrepreneurship and Business 

Writing Mechanics. 

 

 Recommendation:  THAT the Board receive this information. 

  



 

3. Digital Academy 

 

Kevin Brandt, Director of Instruction and John Tyler, Vice Principal, Burnaby Online, 

presented on a joint initiative with Cariboo Hill Secondary and Burnaby Online to 

develop an online and blended Digital Academy program.  This program will be located 

at Cariboo Hill Secondary School and will serve students throughout the Burnaby School 

District and the Province.  In collaboration with post-secondary partners, Burnaby Online 

is developing a series of courses that will be piloted during the 2014/2015 school year.  

These courses include; Graphic Design, 3D Animation, Digital Photography, Game 

Design and Development and various other programming courses.  The goals for the year 

are to test out these courses, gain Academy status from the School District, determine 

Academy courses and structure and to solidify agreements with partner institutions.  This 

is with the end goal of launching the Digital Academy in September 2015. 

 

 Recommendation:  THAT the Board receive this information. 

 

 

4. Next Meeting 

 

The next committee meeting will take place on Monday, June 2
nd

, 2014 at 4:30 pm. 

 

 

5. Adjournment 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:30pm. 



 

YOUTH AND COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Reporting to Public Session Tuesday, May 6, 2014 

 

The Youth and Community Services Committee (YCSC) met on Tuesday, May 6, 2014 

at 5:10 p.m.  In attendance were Trustee committee members Larry Hayes (chair), 

Meiling Chia, Harman Pandher; Gina Niccoli-Moen, Deputy Superintendent of Schools, 

and Jocelyn Schonekess, DPAC, and Director of Instruction, Peter Dubinsky and 

Coordinator of Community Services, Doreen George for item 1. 

 

 

1.  Community School Update 
 

Director of Instruction, Peter Dubinsky, and Coordinator Community Services, Doreen 

George, updated the committee regarding the district’s Community School review.  The 

purpose of the review is to evaluate how effectively community schools are reaching the 

6 community school goals as well as to determine how community schools are 

responding to the changing demographics and needs of Burnaby. 

 

Throughout the process, stakeholders (including students, parents, teachers, school and 

district staff, community members and service providers) met to review the assessment, 

offer feedback and provide insight and direction. 

 

Surveys were created to inform individual schools and the district regarding student, 

parent and community members’ feelings about experiences at their respective 

community schools.  Over 1,100 surveys were completed by students, 400 surveys 

completed by parents and 130 surveys completed by staff at community schools.  In 

addition, a focus group was held at each community school site where attendees 

participated in sharing their views. 

 

Next steps in the process include schools reviewing individual school reports and the 

District Community School Advisory and Coordinating Committee will review the data 

and make recommendations for a strategic plan.  

 

 Recommendation:  THAT the Board receive this information. 

 

 

2.  Eye See-Eye Learn Program Update 
 

At its meeting of March 11, 2014 the Board received a presentation from the British 

Columbia Association of Optometrists (BCAO) and endorsed the district’s participation 

in the Eye See-Eye Learn program.  The initiative provides the opportunity for all 

kindergarten students to receive an eye examination and free prescription eye glasses if 

needed.  The program was launched in elementary schools the week of April 7 and, to 

date, 42 Burnaby families have accessed the program.  The program runs until August 31, 

2014. 

 

 Recommendation:  THAT the Board receive this information. 

 



 

3.  “A GP for Me” Update 
 

The committee was updated regarding a joint program of the BC Ministry of Health and 

Doctors of BC, “A GP for Me”.  The premise of the initiative is to provide a strong 

primary care system, focussing on doctor/patient relationships.  The goals of the program 

aim to provide better support for the needs of vulnerable patients, to support patients who 

are seeking a family doctor to find one and to increase the capacity of the primary health 

care system. 

 

The school district has been invited to participate in upcoming working sessions with 

local family physicians, nurse practitioners, Fraser Health Authority and the City of 

Burnaby. 

 

 Recommendation:  THAT the Board receive this information. 

 

 

4.  New Business – Suicide Prevention Protocols 
 

On Monday, May 12 at the Byrne Creek Centre for Dialogue, the school district will be 

launching its new suicide prevention protocols at a community networking event.  

Community service providers and agencies, as well as school and district staff will hear 

from keynote speakers Michael Eglison, Chair, Child Death Review – Coroner’s Service, 

and James Musgrave, Team Leader, Aboriginal Child and Youth Mental Health. 

 

 Recommendation:  THAT the Board receive this information. 

 

 

5.  Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

6.  Next Meeting 

 

The meeting of the Youth and Community Services Committee is Tuesday, June 3, 2014 

at 5:00 p.m. 
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