
 

 

MINUTES 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 41 - BURNABY 

 

 

A Public Session meeting of the Board of Education of School District 41 - Burnaby was 

held in the Board Room at 7:07 p.m. on Tuesday, February 24, 2015. 

 

 

Present 

 

Trustees Ron Burton (Chair), Katrina Chen, Meiling Chia, Larry Hayes, Baljinder 

Narang, Harman Pandher and Gary Wong; Superintendent of Schools Gina Nic-

coli-Moen, Secretary-Treasurer Greg Frank, Assistant Superintendents Roberto 

Bombelli, Heather Hart and Wanda Mitchell and Executive Assistant Sandra 

Brunner. 

 

 

Agenda 

 

It was moved by Larry Hayes and seconded by Baljinder Narang: 

 

THAT the agenda be approved, as amended. 

 

Carried unanimously. 

 

The amendment was the addition of a report on the February 20-21 meeting of 

BCSTA’s Provincial Council. 

 

 

Delegations 

 

Dr. Claire Cupples, Dean of Science at Simon Fraser University, outlined the uni-

versity’s many outreach initiatives. In April SFU will open an observatory with a 

research-grade telescope to build on its program of star parties. 

 

Ryan Phelps, Chair of the Burnaby Music Educators’ Association, made a presen-

tation regarding the success of the music education program in Burnaby. He 

pointed out that, unlike many other districts which have made significant budget 

reductions in music programs, every music teacher in Burnaby has been trained in 

music education and Burnaby has one of the most robust music programs in the 

province. He thanked the Board for its unique commitment to music education. 

He also acknowledged the Board will be facing difficult budget decisions this 

year. 

 

 



 

 

Good News 

 

Larry Hayes presented Good News items from various Burnaby schools, as 

attached.  

 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

It was moved by Baljinder Narang and seconded by Harman Pandher: 

 

THAT the minutes of the Public Session meeting of February 10, 2015 be 

approved, as presented. 

 

Carried unanimously. 

 

 

Board Chair Report 

 

Vice-Chair Harman Pandher presented the Board Chair Report. His report 

focused on leadership, not from the top down, but from the bottom up - from stu-

dents. He highlighted three student-led initiatives that would be featured in more 

detail in the Superintendent’s Report –Pink Shirt Day, the Burnaby Youth Sus-

tainability Network’s Do it Green Conference and the District Student Advisory 

Council’s Burnaby’s Got Talent fundraiser. Student leadership is a source of pride 

for the district; student voices are valued and encouraged and students are true 

partners in their education. Student leadership makes us kinder, stronger and more 

informed; it makes schools even better places to learn and to inspire other stu-

dents and community members to action. 

 

It was moved by Harman Pandher and seconded by Baljinder Narang: 

 

THAT the Board receive and approve the Board Chair Report, as 

presented. 

 

Carried unanimously. 

 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

 

Pink Shirt Day 
 

On February 18 over 5,000 pink-shirted students from across the Lower Mainland 

participated in the third annual Acceptance Flash Mob at the Vancouver Giants 

Hooky Day in Canada game at the Pacific Coliseum in Vancouver. Lakeview 

Elementary Principal Frankie Devita introduced students from Lakeview Elemen-

tary and Lochdale Community schools who had participated in the flash mob. The 

students performed their flash mob routine for Trustees. 



 

 

 

 

Student Leadership: Burnaby Youth Sustainability 

Network and the District Student Advisory Council 

 

The Burnaby Youth Sustainability Network has been in existence for seven years 

and is composed of approximately forty students from all eight secondary schools 

who represent the sustainability and environmental clubs from their home 

schools. The network’s mandate is to promote and enhance sustainable and envi-

ronmental practices within the Burnaby school system. Network President Salina 

Kung outlined the planning and organization under way for the network’s fifth Do 

it Green conference that will be held on March 24 at Burnaby South Secondary 

School. This year’s theme is The First Step and participants will get a different 

feel for sustainability through hands-on, interactive workshops. 

 

District Student Advisory Council President Janani Ravikularam, Vice-President 

Nancy Yang and Co-Secretaries Jared Chiu and Dani Fookes outlined this year’s 

Burnaby’s Got Talent contest. The contest is one of DSAC’s longstanding tradi-

tions and involves secondary school students from across the district who com-

pete to raise funds for a worthy cause. This year’s contest will be held at the 

Michael J. Fox Theatre on April 8 and funds will go to Kimbrace, an organization 

that welcomes people in Canada’s refugee protection system by providing hous-

ing, orientation, accompaniment and education. 

 

 

Class Size and Composition 

 

Superintendent of Schools Gina Niccoli-Moen presented her report on changes to 

date in class size and composition for the 2014/2015 school year. 

 

 

It was moved by Larry Hayes and seconded by Meiling Chia: 

 

THAT the Superintendent’s Report be received, as presented. 

 

Carried unanimously. 

 



 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Policy 

 

It was moved by Gary Wong and seconded by Larry Hayes: 

 

THAT the Policy Committee Report be received, and the recommendations 

contained therein be approved, as presented. 

 

Carried unanimously. 

 

 

District Operations – Administrative Services 

 

It was moved by Meiling Chia and seconded by Baljinder Narang: 

 

THAT the Board receive and approve the Superintendent’s District Oper-

ations – Administrative Services Report, as presented. 

 

Carried unanimously. 

 

 

Business Services Report 

 

 Amended Annual Budget Bylaw for the Fiscal year 2014/2015 

 

Secretary-Treasurer Greg Frank made a presentation on the amended annual 

budget for the fiscal year 2014/2015 and presented the amended annual budget 

bylaw in the amount of $252,614,662. 

 

It was moved by Baljinder Narang and seconded by Gary Wong: 

 

THAT Amended Annual Budget Bylaw for the fiscal year 2014/2015 

receive three readings at this Board meeting held February 24, 2015. 

 

 Carried unanimously. 

 

It was moved by Harman Pandher and seconded by Meiling Chia: 

 

THAT Amended Annual Budget Bylaw for the fiscal year 2014/2015 be 

read a first time. 

 

 Carried unanimously. 

 



 

 

It was moved by Gary Wong and seconded by Larry Hayes: 

 

THAT Amended Annual Budget Bylaw for the fiscal year 2014/2015 be 

approved a first time and read a second time. 

 

 Carried unanimously. 

 

It was moved by Baljinder Narang and seconded by Gary Wong: 

 

THAT Amended Annual Budget Bylaw for the fiscal year 2014/2015 be 

approved a second time and read a third time. 

 

 Carried unanimously. 

 

It was moved by Harman Pandher and seconded by Katrina Chen: 

 

THAT Amended Annual Budget Bylaw for the fiscal year 2014/2015 be 

approved a third time. 

 

 Carried unanimously. 

 

It was moved by Gary Wong and seconded by Larry Hayes: 

 

THAT Amended Annual Budget Bylaw for the fiscal year 2014/2015 hav-

ing been read a first, second and third time, be finally passed and adopted 

the 24th day of February, 2015; that the Chair of the Board and the Secre-

tary-Treasurer be authorized to sign the bylaw; and that the bylaw be 

sealed with the corporate seal of the Board. 

 

Carried unanimously. 

 

 

New Business 

 

Baljinder Narang reported on her attendance at the BCSTA Provincial Council 

meeting that had taken place in Vancouver from February 20 to 21. The Council 

had passed three motions with regard to education funding, areas of concern 

regarding the recent provincial budget and the impact on districts and students of 

the cuts they had been directed to make to their operating budgets. 

 

It was moved by Baljinder Narang and seconded by Larry Hayes: 

 

THAT the Board develop a rationale for an immediate increase in funding 

for support for educational programs in the district; that the Board 

request a meeting with Burnaby MLAs prior to the end of March; and that 



 

 

during this meeting the Board present its request for increased funding to 

Burnaby MLAs and the Ministry of Education. 

 

Carried unanimously. 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

It was moved by Baljinder Narang and seconded by Larry Hayes: 

 

THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:33 pm. 

 

Carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

Original signed: 

 

 

Ron Burton      D. Greg Frank, CPA, CA 

Chair       Secretary-Treasurer 

 

 


