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Level: Pre-K-12+         

Category: Indigenous Languages 

Title of Lesson: “The Animals Around Us” in Indigenous languages 

Goals/Objectives:  Students can learn animal names in one or more Indigenous 

languages.   

Materials Needed:   

• Language speaker (1st resource) 

• Internet/speakers (2nd resource) 

Suggested Instructions: (Step by Step) 

• When working with a language speaker, here is some simple protocols 

you can follow: 

• Arrange a time to meet in a comfortable location (eg. Zoom) 

• Perhaps, if possible, send the list of vocabulary words ahead of time 

to give the speaker time to prepare their lessons with you. 

• If possible, send a small gift as a thank you gesture.  

• Always ask permission for recording and documentation.  

• Scan QR Code below for Indigenous languages.  

• Begin with learning the names of the local Indigenous animals first.  If you 

don’t know, do your research to find out prior to your meeting with an 

elder. 

• If you are a learner who likes to take your time, learn one animal word per 

day. 

• If you are a learner who is very fast, learn many animal words per day.   

• However slow or fast you are, its important to Practice, Practice, practice.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QR CODES for some Indigenous languages:  
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Anishaabe 

 

Dene (Manitoba) 

 

Inuktitut 

 

Kanienʼkéha

 
Kwakwala/Liqwala 
(Umista-othography) 

 

Kwakwala/Liqwala 
(NAPA orthography) 

 

Nêhiyawêwin (Y) 

 

Nlaka’panmux 

 

Nuu-Chan-ulth 
(Ehatesaht) 

 

Sḵwx̱wú7mesh 

 

Sm’algyax 

 

Tahltan 

 

In
te

rn
a

ti
o

n
a

l Maori 
(New Zealand) 

 

Mongolian 
(Mongolia) 

 

Noongar 
(Perth, Australia) 

 

Xhosa 
(South Africa & 

Zimbabwe, Africa) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Tips and Facts:  
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• Indigenous languages grew from turtle Island, it has survived though 150+ 
years of cultural genocide and oppression.  

• Your Indigenous ancestors and elders endured many hardships for you to 
be able to learn your language and culture freely; revitalization is an 
important step for family healing. 
 

• Never feel embarrassed for trying to speak your language especially in 
public places.  Always be proud of who you are!  

 

• Also, be kind to others learning a language. Let’s lift each other up as ALL 

Indigenous languages belong to turtle island.  

 

Suggested Extensions (Optional): 

 
Ask an Elder to share 

an oral story about 

animals 

 
Write a TRUE story about 

an animal you or your 

family have 

encountered 

 
Research interesting facts 

about the local animals 

 
Learn about the animal 

and their seasonal 

rounds  

 

Learn about the cultural 

significance eg. Family 

crests & protocols 
 

Learn about traditional 

foods & cooking methods 

 

 


