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National Indigenous Peoples Day, June 21st
National Indigenous Peoples Day takes place on June 21st of every year.  It began in 1996 and was originally called National Aboriginal Day.  The day commemorates and honours First Nations, Inuit, and Métis People’s cultures, histories, and contributions to Canada.  June 21st was chosen because it is the longest day of the year and has long been celebrated by Indigenous Peoples.
This day is an opportunity to recognize the historic contributions of Indigenous Peoples to the development of Canada.  There are many ways to celebrate the day but as June is also National Indigenous History Month there is an opportunity to learn about Indigenous history and to deepen our understanding of Indigenous people and their role in the present-day and future of Canada all month long.
Celebrating National Indigenous Peoples Day		
Activities for your school or your classroom:
· Share a fact about Indigenous Peoples on the announcements
· Invite an Indigenous Elder or Knowledge Keeper to present, do an activity, or sing and dance
· Create a display on Indigenous peoples and their contributions to Canada
· Plan to share the day with the community (an activity or a trip to a local celebration…)
· Have a walk to look for plants that are traditional to the local culture
· Present a play or film about Indigenous peoples or listen to an Indigenous podcast
· Share words from the local Indigenous nation’s language
· Have a lunch with foods traditionally eaten by the local Indigenous community
· Do an inquiry project that you will share with the school
There are many ways to celebrate and learn about Indigenous Peoples that are not on this list and we encourage you to mark the occasion however you would like.  Last year, the Indigenous Education Department had a scavenger hunt that included traditional Indigenous physical activities and plant knowledge and workshops on a variety of hands-on activities.
Resources:
Government of Canada - about, resources, planning, videos 
www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1100100013248/1534872397533
The Teacher’s Toolkit – Celebrating National Aboriginal Day
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/aboriginal/strategygr05soccelebrate.pdf

For more information on resources that you can access for June please visit our website:  https://burnabyschools.ca/indigenouseducation/
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